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Wakefield Dental Health Center, now part of, same great caring
service, covering all your dental needs throughout western Québec.

Wakefield Dental Health Center
170 route 105, suite 204

Wakefield, Qc.
Next to Giant Tiger

Town or Country,
you can trust us with your smile

Call for your
appointment today

April 13 - April 19, 2016

Don’t bug out... 
       Dig in.

Two billion people around the world consume insects on the regular, says Laura Shine. Could bugs take centre-stage on our plates in the not-so-distant 
future? Turn to page 12 for our story on one Chelseaite’s take on this growing foreign food trend.                 Photo Tess Allen

Home  
invasion 

turns  
violent

By Ben Bulmer

A violent home invasion 
left a 52-year-old Masham man 
hospitalized following an as-
sault on the evening of  Apr. 8. 
Marcel Tasse was tied up and 
severely beaten in his home at 
the Domaine des Bons Vivants 
campsite in Masham. MRC des 
Collines Police spokesperson 
Martin Fournel said Tasse tried 
to fight off  the three individu-
als who later fled, taking Tasse’s 
pick-up truck. The attack hap-
pened at around 9:20 p.m., with a 
911 call coming through at 10:20 
p.m. Tasse managed to free him-
self  to call emergency services 
and was taken to the Wakefield 
Hospital with non-life threaten-
ing injuries. Fournel said po-
lice do not think the motive was 
theft, although they hadn’t ruled 
this out. Fournel said Tasse did 
not know any of  his attackers. 
Sûreté Du Québec police dogs 
were called in and an extensive 
search of  the grounds was con-
ducted.

The suspects are described 
as: white, French-speaking 
male, around 55 years old, 1.75 

La Pêche gets its own trail trial
By Ben Bulmer

If  you thought Chelsea 
was the only place in the Hills 
with trail issues, think again. 
La Pêche has its own trail 
tribulations, leaving a lot 
more unanswered questions 

than there are answers.
La Pêche council committed 

$70,000 in this year’s budget to 
complete the final section of  the 
Trans Canada Trail in La Pêche, 
a roughly four-kilometre section 
that will run on the west side of  
the Gatineau River from where 

the Farrellton bridge meets 
Hwy 105 to the border with the 
Municipality of  Low, passing 
through three privately owned 
properties.

Carolyn Kelly and her hus-
band, Mark Boyd, farm at 1810 
Hwy 105 and are unhappy with 

the lack of  information they’ve 
received as to exactly where the 
trail will go through their land. 
Kelly’s parents live in the house 
on the site, while Kelly and Boyd 
use the land for farming.

Famed architect bringing vision to W’field
Continued on Page 2

By Tess Allen

Every time Christopher 
Minnes walks into Gatineau’s 
Canadian Museum of  History, 
he is “lifted up and inspired” 
by the building’s unique com-
position. 

Minnes hopes to achieve 
that same breathtaking quality 
in Wakefield by partnering with 
world-renowned Aboriginal ar-
chitect Douglas Cardinal, who 
will be the key planner for his 
proposed Ferme Minnes Farm 
Eco Echo housing development. 

“To find someone of  Douglas 
Cardinal’s calibre and intuition 
is a great privilege for Wake-
field,” said Minnes of  the man 
who is known internationally 
for his architectural innovation, 
which focuses on sustainability, 
green buildings, and ecologically 

designed community planning. 
It’s a philosophy Cardinal 

fully intends to bring to Wake-
field. 

“I’ve always been preoc-
cupied by designing sustain-
able buildings that work in  

Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 8

Question: Who did 
Noah hire to build his 
boat?   

Answer: An arkitect.

The curious case of  the poll
What did you do?                Page 6

Addicted
Mayor can’t get enough garbage      Page 8

(Not) out to lunch
Changes at W’field staple         Page 17
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• Private road repair
• Recycled asphalt 

• Calvert replacement

• Drainage
• Mini dumpster rental

• and more!

Call me now!  Luc Robert 819-213-1510 
Wakefield Business • Open 7 days a week

lucrobert@rocketmail.com

819 456-3368
please join on us facebook
for specials and contests
Joinez-nous sur facebook
pour les spéciaux et les concours

Store hours:

Monday/lundi - Sunday/dimanche
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Heures du magasin:

Here to better serve you
Là pour mieux vous servir

metres in height and weighing 
73 kg; white, French-speaking 
male, 20 to 25 years old, 1.65 me-
tres in height and weighing 59 
kg; a third man was involved but 
police can not provide a physical 
description. Police are appeal-
ing for details about the stolen 
pick-up truck, a black, 2004 Ford 
F-150 with a box. The vehicle has 
a cracked windshield, lateral 
tinted windows, and some dam-
age on the left rear end. It is li-
censed in Quebec with the plate 
number E74 HSN.

Police are also appealing to 
anyone who may have seen a 
man hitchhiking on Hwy 366 
West at around 11 p.m. on Apr. 
8 who was looking for a ride to 
Ottawa. He is described as a 
French-speaking white male, 
around 1.67 metres in height, 
and has blue eyes and a grey or 
white moustache. He was wear-
ing a green coat with fur on the 
hood and green pants.

Anyone with information is 
asked to call 819-459-9911.

Fifty-two-year-old Masham resident 
Marcel Tasse was beaten in a vio-
lent home invasion on April 8. 
             Photo courtesy of Facebook

Tied 
up and 

beaten at 
home

Fax Service
at

The Low Down Office
815 Riverside Dr.

Wakefield, Qc

harmony with the environ-
ment,” Cardinal told The Low 
Down. “We want to do it the 
way it should be done. Let’s 
be concerned about the beau-
ty of  the land, its contours 
and assets...So we can devel-
op a healthy house in an en-
vironment where people can 
connect with each other and 
nature.” 

While some of  Cardinal’s 
most iconic works include the 
Canadian Museum of  History, 

the National Museum of  the 
American Indian in Wash-
ington, D.C., and the Alberta 
Government Services Build-
ing in Ponoka, AB, he now 
pours much of  his energy into 
the Douglas Cardinal Housing 
Corporation, a collaboration 
between Cardinal and the Ab-
original finance company, The 
Usand Group. The company 
works with Aboriginal com-
munities to provide environ-
mentally and sustainably sen-

sitive housing solutions that 
consider Aboriginal needs and 
interests. 

Cardinal’s approach turned 
out to coincide perfectly with 
Minnes’s vision for the pro-
posed Minnes residential de-
velopment just south of  Valley 
Drive. The project, pending 
municipal approval, will allow 
for an “environmentally re-
sponsible and liveable commu-
nity of  residents” that will be 
adjacent to the existing 40-acre 
non-profit Outaouais Environ-
mental Campus (Eco Echo), 
which is at the heart of  the 
160-acre property. The develop-

ment is being billed as a “farm 
centred residential commu-
nity...including proximity ser-
vices, recreation parks, a net-
work of  trails and bike paths, 
and protected green space.”

“Doug’s sensibility is very 
attuned to the way the land 
wants to be used, to the carry-
ing capacity of  the land, the 
respect of  what is there,” said 
Minnes. “How nice that we’ve 
been able to attract someone of  
his calibre to really leave a last-
ing gift to our community and 
inspire other communities to 
think differently about preserv-
ing the land while becoming an 
asset and a resource to a shared 
landscape.”

Cardinal’s vision for the 
space includes houses de-
signed with energy-efficient 
cross laminated timber built 
in clusters to foster a greater 
sense of  community among 
residents. 

“Why not create a cluster 
where families can enjoy hav-
ing their children play togeth-
er...but have enough space so 
that you create a really nice 
natural environment?” said 
Cardinal. “If  you cluster the 
houses into little commu-
nities, then you have more 
open space that can be used 
for trees and gardens and or-
chards.”

Cardinal, along with the 
Ferme Minnes Farm’s team 
and developers Versant Riv-
erside, will present the plans 
for the development at an in-
formal public consultation 
on Earth Day, April 22, from 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Centre 
Wakefield La Pêche. 

Douglas Cardinal bagged for Eco Echo

One of Douglas Cardinal’s most celebrated works is Gatineau’s Canadian Museum of History. Chris Minnes of 
Ferme Minnes Farm hopes to bring Cardinal’s unique vision to the proposed Minnes residential development just 
south of Valley Drive.          Photo courtesy of Creative Commons


